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F ourteen student teams representing
ten universities from as far away
as Anchorage, Alaska, competed

in a design-build competition during the
Summer Student Event held in conjunc-
tion with CSI University. Their creativi-
ty and hard work left a lasting impres-
sion in the form of more than 450
square feet of ceramic tile murals.

The Summer Student Event started
with paint-can sculptures in 2000 at
The Annual CSI Show™ & Convention
in Atlanta, followed by Lego sculptures
in Dallas (2001) and Las Vegas (2002),
and tinker toys with mini-bricks at the
first CSI University in Philadelphia
(2003).

This year students designed and
installed ceramic tile murals on I-35
bridge columns in San Antonio. The
competition’s purpose was to help the
students develop essential teamwork
skills and to “get their hands dirty” in
an actual construction project. What
better way is there to demonstrate CSI’s
unique ability to bring all members of
the construction industry together?

Several participants said they devel-
oped a new appreciation for a contrac-
tor’s responsibilities. Students also felt
it was important to leave something
permanent behind that can be enjoyed
by San Antonio residents. Citizens have
already shown appreciation for the
murals’ successful capturing of San
Antonio’s spirit, landmarks, and culture. 

The Texas Department of
Transportation, which allowed the stu-
dents to install the columns, and a San
Antonio city official visited the site dur-
ing the competition and are pleased
with the results. Two local television
stations interviewed students during the
competition, and a local newspaper
gave the new artwork positive com-
ments.

The results of the
competition are as 
follows:

Jury Ballot (Seven
jurors reviewed each
project)

� 1st Place ($3,000)
Team Omega: Frank
T. Lopez of Tarrant
County College
(Texas); Ryan Orosco
of New Mexico State
(NM); Elliott Rouse,
CSI-S, of Louisiana
State University (La.)

� 2nd Place Tie ($1,500
each) Team
Construction Science: Tyrel
Anderson; Cleandria Chevalier;
Jarret Ewing; Lawrence Williams 
Team Gold: Tina Duhon; D. Alex
John Jr.; Triston V. Porter; Tony
Warner II. Both teams are from
Prairie View A&M University
(Texas).

Public Ballot (CSI University 
participants voted)
� 1st Place ($500) Team Gold
� 2nd Place ($300) Team Omega
� 3rd Place ($200) Team Orange of

Oklahoma State University (Okla.):
Michael Champlin, CSI-S; Leslie
McCool, CSI-S; Nick Nepveau; and
Jed Weeks

Team Ballot (Students voted)
� 1st Place ($500) Team Gold
� 2nd Place ($300) Team Construction

Science 
� 3rd Place ($200) Team Omega 

Teamwork Challenge (Group demon-
strating outstanding teamwork)
� Overall ($400) University of

Tennessee Knoxville Team (Tenn.):
Morley Bankston, CSI-S, CDT; Kris
Benton, CSI-S; Justin “W.D.” Cole,
CSI-S; and Amil Davis, CSI-S

� 1st Place ($300) Team Omega
� 2nd Place ($200) Team B Rice

University (Texas): Jean Daly,
Cynthia Fishman, Stephanie Hsle,
and Erin Porter

� 3rd Place ($100) Team A Rice
University (Texas): Julien Jaworski,
Stephanie Lin, Rina Tzeng, and
Roger Velasquez  �

A Lesson in Public Art
By Brian Gardiner, CSI, CCS, RRC
CSI Student Summer Event 2004 Co-Chair 

John Kotara, Owner of J&R Tile, one of the companies that
donated supplies to the event, instructs a Prairie View A&M 
student. Kotara and Pam Scribner, CSI, CCA, also of J&R Tile
Inc., helped organize materials and coordinate the event.


